CHAPTER

THE   STORM  IN  THE   WEST

THE last meeting of Lord Beaconsfield's Cabinet
lord Hart, was held on the 21st of April 1880. On the 22nd
coSl the Queen sent for the Marquess of Hartington,

S10IL and commanded him to form an Administration.
She might as well have ordered him to be the most
popular man in the country. Lord Hartington at
once told Her Majesty that no Government could
be made without Mr. Gladstone., who would not, in
his opinion, take any office except the first. There
can be no doubt that both the Queen and Lord
Beaconsfield desired to exclude Mr. Gladstone,
"No explanation was given for passing over Lord
Granville, who had been sent for when he was not
Leader in 1859, and to whom Mr. Gladstone had
resigned the Leadership in 1875; but it is prob-
able that the Queen considered Lord Hartington as
less devoted than Lord Granville to his former
chief. Lord Hartington, however, behaved like

ma failure, an honourable and a sensible man. To satisfy his
Sovereign, and for no other purpose, he asked Mr.
Gladstone the formal question of which he knew
the answer. Mr. Gladstone confirmed his anticipa-
tion, and next day he returned to Windsor, this
time with Lord Granville, to give the Queen the
unwelcome assurance for which she had asked. In

x0r. 25, his first Midlothian speech Mr. Gladstone had said,
**I hope the verdict of the country will give to
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